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“In Kaunas, it's like in the movies” was once the
slogan of Kaunas International Film Festival. The
slogan soon became a catchphrase used to describe
the cinematic, historical and at the same time
contemporary aura of our city. Since the early
days of cinema, Kaunas has been a playing
ground for both local and international film
directors. Thanks to its numerous perspectives
and dense architectural layers, Kaunas can play
Tokyo, Moscow, Vienna, Germany, Italy... and
itself, too! A significant number of places and
buildings in Kaunas have been immortalized in
film. This is what this guide is all about!



GENRE: Drama, History, War
PRODUCTION COMPANIES: Paramount
Vantage, Grasvenor Park Productions,
The Bedford Falls Company

DIRECTOR: Edward Zwick

PRODUCERS: Edward Zwick, Pieter Jan
Brugge

CAST: Daniel Craig, Liev Schreiber, Jamie
Bell, Alexa Davalos, Allan Corduner, Mark
Feuerstein, Tomas Arana, Jodhi May
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The plot of the film is based on the book
“Defiance: The Bielski Partisans” by the
Professor Nechama Tec, telling about the
Bielski brothers. During World War Il, fleeing
the Holocaust, they settled in the forests of
Belarus and later formed a Jewish partisan
community. Thanks to such “defiance”,
more than 1,000 of their compatriots were
saved. The film was directed by the Academy
Award-winner Edward Zwick, who has made
such films as “Blood Diamond”, “The Last
Samurai”, “Jack Reacher: Never Go Back”...
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GENRE: Drama, History

PRODUCTION COMPANIES: Tauras Films,
Sorento Productions, Twilight Merengue Studios
DIRECTOR: Mgrius A. Markevicius
PRODUCERS: Zilvinas Naujokas,

Marius A. Markevicius, Chris Coen,

Jonathan Schwartz

CAST: Bel Powley, Jonah Hauer-King,

Lisa Loven Kongsli, Tom Sweet,

Martin Wallstrom, Peter Franzen

Based on an international bestseller by
Lithuanian American writer RGta Sepetys,
ASHES IN THE SNOW is a historical drama
depicting the events of 1941 when a
16-year-old aspiring artist and her family
were deported to Siberia amidst Stalin's
brutal dismantling of the Baltic region. One
girl's passion for art and her never-ending
hope will break the silence of history.

o8

MARIUS A. MARKEVICIUS (USA)

, , Director

I've had the unique opportunity of
filming both a documentary and a narrative
feature film in Kaunas. Both times it was an
amazing experience. Kaunas is a city with a
unique history and culture everywhere you
go — in the sights, the sounds, the streets,
the architecture... and most importantly, in
the people. It's a very film-friendly city.

(44
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LOCATIONS

TOWN HALL SQUARE
(EXTERIOR)

KAUNAS ARCHDIOCESE
(PAPILIO G. 5) (EXTERIOR)

ZALIAKALNIS FUNICULAR
(AUSROS G. 6) (EXTERIOR, INTERIOR)

BUILDING
(K. DONELAICIO G. 55) (EXTERIOR)

KAUNAS BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
OF THE ASSUMPTION CHURCH
(VYTAUTAS THE GREAT CHURCH)
(ALEKSOTO G. 3) (EXTERIOR)

KAUNAS ART GYMNASIUM
(DAINAVOS G. 1) (EXTERIOR)
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GENRE: TV Mini-Series, History, Drama
PRODUCTION COMPANIES: Origin
Pictures, New Pictures, HBO, SKY Television
DIRECTOR: Philip Martin

PRODUCER: Jules Hussey

CAST: Helen Mirren, Jason Clarke,

Joseph Quinn, Adam El Hagar, Phil Dunster

CATHERINE THE GREAT is an HBO's
four-part series on the tumultuous monarch
and politician who ruled the Russian empire
and transformed its place in the world in the
18th century — Catherine the Great. The
drama follows the end of Catherine’s reign
and her affair with Russian military leader
Grigory Potemkin that shaped the future of
Russian politics.

12

HELEN MIRREN (UK)
Actress, Academy Award winner

99

You have a very professional flmmaking
team in Kaunas; | am very pleased with this
filming, which went smoothly thanks to the
great people who worked with us. Pazaislis
Monastery is an amazing place for filming;
we were very warmly welcomed here.

(44

(Photos by: Hal Shinnie Sky/HBO)
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LOCATIONS

BRIDGE
(GIMBUTIENES G. 27A) (EXTERIOR)

e RESIDENTIAL HOUSE
(VYTAUTO PR. 87) (EXTERIOR)

FORMER GOVERNMENT AND UNIVERSITY BUILDING

(KESTUCIO G. 27) (EXTERIOR, INTERIOR)

6 RESIDENTIAL HOUSE

(VYTAUTO PR. 58 — 6) (EXTERIOR, INTERIOR)

FORMER RADIO FACTORY BUILDING
(SAVANORIU PR. 66 / ZEMAICIU G. 31) (EXTERIOR, INTERIOR)

O HANGAR

(EUROPOS PR. 27) (EXTERIOR)

V:-Putvinskio g

PR o
Bq.t\G.d‘\"‘\a«(\t\‘g‘)L . 9 )
N Muokﬂ"z"“‘“s VIENYBES A

K. Donelai¢io 9.

Maironio g

Vasario-16-0sios gAQ

SV Gertridos g,

M. Valangiays ¥

Laisvés al.
I Gruodiio-g-

Laisvés ql.

J-Jablonskie, ‘-
A-MickeviGiaus g

Gimnazijos g.

vilniaus 9

9.

0,

ko, o
09 9,
»1“,-%_’9 =

Bi"f!ono

L
2, , 5
—_— Weig) "y ¥

araliaus Mindaugo pr. ) ¢ N Kardliaus Mindaug,

Griunvaldo g.

Gedimino g






21 ——  EMILIA. BREAKING FREE

R, 4 o
G 7 ‘\O\X PN
& ey
e
LO CA I I O N S s i e . _
€
g e ' o,
oo ergqus 9 9&
_ HMoc

VIENYBES A,

K. Donelaiio g. K. Donelaicio
- g.

» mm mm
Sv. Gertridos g I I

ST LT
'I SO o

NATIONAL KAUNAS DRAMA THEATRE
(LAISVES AL. 71) (EXTERIOR, INTERIOR)

M: Vaiangiays 9
en

Laisvés ql,

O

g_' Gimnazijos g.
Maironio g

Kestugio g,

A, Mickevigiqus g.

KAUNAS STATE MUSICAL THEATRE GARDEN %,
(LAISVES AL. 91) (EXTERIOR) g

Kestucio g,

Bi"'fo,-,o

e
Mitng, o w7
Karalia i
us Mindaugo pr. Karaliaus “i"daugo
pr.

Misko-g: Misko g,

KAUNAS STATE PUPPET THEATRE
(LAISVES AL. 87A) (EXTERIOR)

auto Didziojo tiltas

J

Griunvaldo g

Vytauto pr.

%
5 %
ZALGIRIO Y
ARENA %

ZALIAKALNIS FUNICULAR
(AU§ROS G. 6) (EXTERIOR, INTERIOR)

6 J. ZIKARAS MEMORIAL MUSEUM
(J. ZIKARO G. 3) (EXTERIOR, INTERIOR)

Gedimino g

Y
%
(2

%
\"?‘



23

OSEOW
2019 (SWEDEN'

GENRE: TV series, Thriller

PRODUCTION COMPANIES: Black Spark
Film & TV, Dansu Productions
DIRECTORS: Mikael Hafstrom,

Johan eBrisinger, Marten Klingberg
PRODUCER: Piodor Gustafsson

CAST: Adam Pdilsson, Linda Zillacus,
Christopher moWagelin, Brian McCardie,
James Tratas, Karolina Gruszka,
Mindaugas Papinigis
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The action of the TV series MOSCOW NOIR
takes us to Moscow in 1999, where the laws
of corruption and oligarchy still apply. In the
centre of the events is a young Swedish
investor, who gets entangled in a mafia web
while trying to help a friend. Unexplained
deaths of people begin, and the young
Swede is trying to find the perpetrators. The
TV series is based on the book “The Conductor
from Saint Petersburg” by Camilla Grebe
and Paul Leander-Engstrom (Swedish -—
“Dirigenten fran St. Petersburg”). This series
was nominated in the Best TV Drama and
Best Actor categories at the 59th Interna-
tional Monte-Carlo Television Festival.

o « y

(Photos by: L..Salna)
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GENRE: Drama

PRODUCTION COMPANIES: 4 1/2 Fiksjon,
Helgeland Film

DIRECTOR: Hans Petter Moland
PRODUCERS: Turid @versveen,

Hakon @veras

CAST: Stellan Skarsgard, Tobias Santelmann,

Danica Curcic, Bjorn Floberg, Jon Ranes

28

OUT STEALING HORSES is a drama about
a 67-year-old man who lives in new-found
solitude and looks forward to spending New
Years Eve 2000 alone. However, he
discovers having a neighbour who brings
back memories from the past. The film is an
adaptation of the hugely successful novel
with the same name by Norwegian author
Per Petterson. In 2019, the film won the
Silver Bear in The Berlin International Film
Festival.

(Photos by: A. Bruun)
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LOCATIONS

KAUNAS CENTRAL BOOKSTORE
(LAISVES AL. 81) (INTERIOR)

KAUNAS GARRISON HOUSE
(A. MICKEVICIAUS G. 19) (EXTERIOR, INTERIOR)

MRU PUBLIC SECURITY ACADEMY
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OWL

2018 (LITHUANIA)

GENRE: Drama

PRODUCTION COMPANY: Kino gamyba
DIRECTOR: Audrius Juzénas

PRODUCERS: Justina Ragauskaité,
Norbertas Pranckus

CAST: Paulina Taujanskaité, Aidas Jurgaitis,
Anastasija Marc¢enkaité, Arnas Danusas,
Darius Meskauskas, Dainius Svobonas

OWL MOUNTAIN is a sensitive story about
the political and historical events in Lithuania
in 1947-1952, about the journey of the
partisans’ determination and the message
they were trying to deliver, and the blood
they shed, the love and relations between
the heroes, the generation of the postwar
period, the fears of being punished, exiled or
killed, while all of that had not suppressed
the desire for independence.

32

AUDRIUS JUZENAS (Lithuania)

’ , Director

If we are talking about Lithuania, it's
primarily Kaunas that has everything that is
the best in this country: human sincerity,
patriotism, understanding, stunning interwar
architecture, city panoramas, forts, museums,
cafés, restaurants, hotels. It has everything
you need to make a good film. And much
more, because what remains behind the
scenes, is imprinted forever in the heart full
of gratefulness. ‘ C

(Photos by: L. Juzénas)
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GENRE: Documentary

PRODUCTION COMPANY: 72Films
DIRECTOR: Julian Jones

PRODUCER: Ella Wright

CAST: Andrius Rozickas, Dainius Svobonas,
Mindaugas Capas, Ruslanas Golubovas,
Ramiinas Cicénas, Dainius Tarutis

THE RISE OF THE NAZIS is a BBC three-part
documentary covering in detail how the
Nazis took control of Germany. Leading
historians study the different psychological
perspectives of Hitler's contemporaries and
highlight the incremental decisions and
missed warning signs that could have
prevented the rise of the Nazis.

"

36

LINETA MISEIKYTE (Lithuania)
Producer

99

Kaunas has plenty of authentic,
well-preserved interwar era buildings and
interiors. It is an ideal choice for filming the
interwar period topics or recreating the
history of some other era. Thanks to the
proactive and enthusiastic activities of
Kaunas Film Office team and the special
attention of the city's authorities to the
filmmakers, Kaunas can definitely be called
the most film-friendly city in Lithuania.
Everyone involved in the making of films will
feel at home. c C

(Photos by: L. Salna)
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GENRE: TV Mini-Series, Drama, History
PRODUCTION COMPANIES: BBC Wales,
The Weinstein Company

DIRECTOR: Tom Harper

PRODUCER: Julia Stannard

CAST: Paul Dano, James Norton, Lily James,
Adrian Edmondson, Aisling Loftus, Greta
Scacchi, Jack Lowden, Gillian Anderson

WAR & PEACE is a historical saga of the
19th century Russia and the invasion of
Napoleon. Full of history, philosophy, love
adventures and death, the é-part miniseries
tells the story of five Russian aristocrat
families during the difficult period of imperial
Russia. The series is an adaptation of the
famous novel by Leo Tolstoy.

44

TOM HARPER (UK)
, , Director

I remember walking into Rumsiskes
and being like ‘Wow, we have to film here.’
... [It] was excellent in terms of its wooden
buildings, we have nothing like that at all in
the UK. The camera can look in any direction,
and it is all period and accurate. It was my
favourite location! c C

d|:g|ho1:és by: BBC)
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KAUNAS IN FILM

Kaunas Film Office
Laisves al. 54, Kaunas
info@kaunasfilmoffice.com
kaunasfilmoffice.com

TOURISM
INFORMATION

Kaunas IN

Rotuseés a. 15, Kaunas
+370 616 50991
info@kaunasin.lt
visit.kaunas.It

™ ™ #kaunastic

ROMUV, caunaskine

#kaunas2022



